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PREFACE 

 
WITH ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

 

Another volume1 of a regular series of Financial Innovations devoted to 

problems of medical insurance is presented for readers’ consideration. The 

present volume is just the next stage in the realization of the principal idea of 

the series which may be briefly expressed as “integration and innovations”. 

More specifically, this is expressed in the following: 

1. Attention is focused on financing, innovations in the financial area and 

a range of methods of studying these phenomena based on the integration of 

research, practical management and education. 

2. Systems analysis has been selected as the basic method of research. 

According to this method the cost related aspects are analyzed jointly with the 

natural-substantive ones, whereas finances and innovations are considered 

from different points of view and to a different degree of detalization (at mi-

cro-, mezo-, and macro-levels). The “submersion” of finances in the economy, 

and that of the latter in the general system of activities and knowledge have 

been taken into account. A comparative historical analysis is combined is 

combined with a range of logical-mathematical methods. Foreign experience 

is widely represented. No point of view is made absolute: the reader is free to 

compare the different positions, be it formulations of questions or methods of 

their solution. 

3. Each volume of the series has been created by a team that included re-

search workers, university instructors, and practical specialists, people of vari-

ous ages, scholarly degrees and ranks, life experience, etc., but all of them 

united by a common idea, that is, to take a fresh look at the novel phenomena 

observed in the sphere of financial products, technologies, and institutes, and 

to try to find some new approaches and methods of elucidation, study, and 

explanation of the observed innovation phenomena. 

4. Each volume of the series is a complete work united by a common idea, 

corresponding structure, and uniform design. Attention has been focused on 

some debatable issues related to innovations in the financial sphere in the 

broad sense of the terminology used. Judging from this viewpoint the work is 

a scientific monograph. But taking into account that every paragraph (and 

                                                 
1 A volume with a subtitle “Foreign Experience” was published in 1997, volume “Methods of 

Studying” (in two volumes) was published in 1998. The series will be completed by volume 

“Multidimensional Unfolding (Evolving)”. 
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sometimes every chapter) is a complete work with its individual reference 

material, the series looks more like a collection of articles. The fact that an 

attempt has been made to simultaneously take into account both applied and 

instructive aspects allows to speak of some features of the series that are in-

herent in reference books, textbooks, and sets of teaching aids for instructors. 

5. The symbolism of design of the series, as well as of separate volumes, 

which can be traced back to works of some ancient thinkers (like Platon, Py-

thagoreans, Oriental teachings) is also significant. Regular polygons on the 

book backs harmonize with the unfolding of the pictures of regular pyramids 

and polygons on the front covers. The choice of colours is not casual, either, 

as well as the inner structure of each volume. 
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